






 
July 2, 2010 
 
Ms. Barbara Velarde  

Chief Service Center Operations   
USCIS Service Center Operations 
20 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. (2nd floor) 
Washington, DC 20529   
 
Dear Ms. Velarde:  
 
Given each state’s responsibility for self determination of “Targeted Employment Areas” (TEA’s) in 
regard to the USCIS EB-5 visa program, we are hereby establishing the following criteria for the 
designation of TEA’s. 
 
As result of the recent Deep Water Horizon incident in the Gulf of Mexico and the specter of the 
impending moratorium of offshore drilling for oil/gas/other minerals in the Gulf of Mexico, it is 
anticipated that over 40,000 direct and indirect full jobs will be impacted in Louisiana.  In an effort to 
take every measure to bolster the Louisiana economy against the negative impact that most economists, 
scholars and government officials are predicting, it is prudent to designate those parishes whose 
employment has been affected (especially offshore/onshore drilling, production service workers, fishing, 
shipping and related activities, tourism and other direct and ancillary employment activities) as 
“Targeted Employment Areas.” 
 
At this writing, the oil is still pouring into the Gulf of Mexico and it is imprudent to attempt to identify 
every impacted parish.  Parishes designated should include those included in the New Orleans MSA, 
every coastal parish negatively impacted and others as the impact is designated.  This designation will 
support preserving existing jobs and creating new jobs in Louisiana.  This is especially important in the 
post-Hurricane Katrina/Rita and the Deepwater Horizon recovery era.  
 
Please make all appropriate notifications and updates to your files related to this designation.  The citizens 
of Louisiana appreciate the role you are playing in the economic stability of Louisiana and our sister 
states on the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Donald M. Pierson 

Assistant Secretary 

 




